


If this initiative is adopted, there will
be no official party nominees for any
" office. There will be no Democratic can-
didate and no Republican candidate, or
any other party candidate.

This will allow wealthy self-financed
candidates to dominate elections for
generations. Inevitably, this will create
personality cults.

Instead of facing party activists,
wealthy candidates will massage the
public with Pablum messages.

In this radical system, candidates’
names would appear randomly
placed on a primary ballot. Listing
party affiliation would be up to the
parties.

All voters, including those not affili-
ated with a political party, would
receive the same ballot and would be
allowed to vote for any candidate,
regardless of the candidate’s party affil-
iation. The two candidates receiving
the highest number of votes, regard-
less of their political party, would
appear on the November election bal-
lot.

To a large extent, the two candidates
qualifying for the November election
will depend on the field of candidates

running in the primary.

In statewide races, if the primary field
comprises three or more Republicans
and two Democrats, the November gen-
eral election likely will be between two
Democrats. Similarly, if the field com-
prises three or more Democrats and
two Republicans, the runoff likely will
be between two Republicans. These
whimsical outcomes are anti-democrat-

ic.

Former Rep. Tom Campbell, author
of Proposition 198, observes that, in his
1992 Senate race, the two candidates
qualifying for the November runoff
both would have been Democrats, had
this Louisiana-style primary been in
effect.

Adoption of the Louisiana plan will
have a devastating effect on small par-
ties. With runoffs involving only the two
top vote-getters, it will be a very rare
instance when a Green Party candi-
g:}:le’s name appears on the November

ot.

This system will result in perpetual

internal warfare, in which two members
of the same party vie for election in
November legislative runoffs.

How is a political party supposed to

run a “ground game” for all its candi- _

dates if the party is at war with itself?
How can there be genuine diversity of
ideas if all parties are effectively disen-
franchised?

In many coastal urban counties,
Republicans and other parties will no
longer compete, The same is true for
Democrats in suburban and rural areas.
Political diversity will suffer when par-
ties are eliminated from the November
ballot. :

There is probably no more important
political proposition in the last 10 years
than Proposition 62. If approved, it will
marginalize all parties, reduce introduc-
tion of new ideas in the political process
and allow wealthy personality cults to
dominate California politics for decades
to come.

It’s unfair to minor parties, it'’s anti
democratic and it will have huge unin-
tended consequences.

Voting no on Proposition 62 is the
only reasonable answer.

Shawn Steel is director of California
Club for Growth.




