


GOP moderates push for bro:

[Republicans, from Page A1l]
stripped Republicans of their
House and Senate majorities in
2006. It has become especially
tense recently, because many
Republicans are bracing for
McCain to lose the election,
leaving the party with no obvi-
ous leader with broad public
appeal at a time when Presi-
dent Bush is exiting the na-
tional stage as a depleted fig-
ure.

Bush, now widely unpopu-
lar, held his final fundraiser of
the campaign season last week
and has no additional cam-
paign events for McCain or
© GOP candidates scheduled in
the final days before the elec-
tion. :
A focal point of. t.he GOPR: &
2 ﬁght is txhe selection of the next
han'man of the Republican

favored candidates, some con-
servatives are warning that
McCain cannot serve as the
party’s spiritual guide even if
he becomes president. The Ari-
zona senator, after all, has a
history of breaking with the
party’s mainstream on such is-
sues as immigration and cam-
paign financing.

“Committee members want
to see our party move forward
and be part of a branding proc-
ess, as opposed to just simply
supporting and putting a rub-

ber stamp on the policies of a

sitting president,” said Robi

outreach. Greer is chief of the
state party in Florida and is a

. close ally of the state’s gover-
nor, Charlie Crist, who some in

the party say is laying the

'3groundwork to spread his

brand of centrist Republican-

Smith, chairwoman of the Ten- - ismto the national stage.

nessee state GOP and a sup-
porter of turning the party to
the right.
Conservative
Rush Limbaugh, who often
provides the rallying cry to the
party’s most ardent supporters
via his radio program, last
week laid out a similar waming,
suggesting that a Mz
would do little to deter COnSer:

vatives from pushing t’or ma.]on

 changes.
“One step at a tlme Lim-
bau@ told his hsteners “We're

«going ‘to dra ‘McCajn across

10vement. TIt's gomgto happen
‘_hether he wins or loses, but
especially ifhe wins t0o.”

Stripping a president of the
ability to name the party’s top
leader would mark a dramatic
break from tradition. Bush, for
example, has handpicked the
party chairman since his elec-
tion in 2000.

One moderate contender
for party chairman, Jim Greer,
is pushing a theme of ethnic

" The Florida GOP recently

maﬂed a brochure to members

' ofthe party's natmnal commit-
champloni o

jgee, natlonwide

featuring
hotos of ‘Gﬁer and Crist

urt.mg Latinos One page fo-

“cused on a black Republican

candldate for the state Legisla-

in win ‘.; Greer and Crist have also

ved to distance the Florida
party from some of the more

 aggressive tactics of the Mec-
Cain campa.ig'n. In recent

weeks, the state party declined
to pay for dmect-mml pieces
linking Obama. to 19605 domes-
tic temrist-tumed*education
professor William Ayers, a con-
nection that the McCain cam-
paign has tried to highlight.

Two other potential candi-
dates for chairman, both con-
sidered more conservative
than Greer, plan meetings
shortly after the presidential
election.

One gathering, in Myrtle
Beach, S.C., will be hosted by
South Carolina GOP Chair-
man Katon Dawson. In an in-

terview, Dawson said that
“moderating our party is what
caused us to lose power” in the
2006 elections. He said the
party must speak more force-
fully against excessive govern-
ment dmg and ille lm-
migratmn ES
Some p insiders; are
pushing for the party to name '
Michael  Steele, the. ican
Amencan Jormer heu t
f land, as its

j;plp the GOP .

ter,-:the sensation
e the coun-
black pres1dent v
S e’s:group will h st"_'a_'j‘
postelectmn gathermg in ] alm:
Beach, Fla. It is. expected to'
draw members of the pai
national commlttee as well as
state and locdl GOP. electéd of-
ficials who hope to have é role
in shaping the party’s future. -

Both meetings are precur-
sors to the Republican Na-
tional Committee’s winter
meeting in January, when the
new chairman will be elected by
the committee’s approximately
160 members.

Some of Bush'’s top political
hands, including his former
RNC political director, are now

aq—m






